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Service comes naturally for 2021 Civic
Cup winner Barry Berthelot

Published 6:00 a.m. CT Nov. 4, 2021 Updated 8:54 a.m. CT Nov. 5, 2021

Giving back to the Lafayette community comes naturally to Barry Berthelot. 

It started when he was in high school with Key Club and has continued into his adult life with
Berthelot offering his time and talent to more than a dozen Acadiana organizations. 

"I enjoyed serving the community and being involved in different ways," he said. "The older
you get and the more successful you get, you're really asked to do more. So I hardly ever said
no." 

Berthelot was recognized for his volunteer contributions when he was awarded the 2021 Civic
Cup. He is the 89th recipient and will be honored during a banquet on Tuesday at the
Petroleum Club. The award is given to an individual who has given their time and resources
to improving the Lafayette community through philanthropy.

"Being included in that group is a great compliment," Berthelot said. "It's sort of reassuring
that your work was appreciated and made a difference."

The Lafayette Civic Cup, an event of the Community Foundation of Acadiana, has been
awarded yearly since 1933. 

A welcoming community in Lafayette

Berthelot, who was born in New Orleans, first came to Lafayette in 1967 to attend the
University of Southwestern Louisiana, now the University of Louisiana at Lafayette. He
studied economics, was in the Reserve Officer Training Corps and joined Sigma Nu
fraternity, which he said encouraged its members to be active on campus. 

Ashley White

Lafayette Daily Advertiser
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After graduating from USL, Berthelot joined the Air Force and flew fighter jets during the
Vietnam War. He was enlisted for five years, spending time in northern Michigan. After
enduring the brutal winters, he came back to Lafayette. 

"Whether it's the Cajun culture or just the blend of people that have come here over the
years, it is very welcoming," the 72-year-old said. "If you want to be involved in this
community civically, or any kind of way, all you have to do is raise your hand." 

Berthelot now is the owner and principal consultant at Family Business Advisors, LLC, which
assists family-owned firms with transitions of ownership and leadership. He previously was
the president of First National Bank of Lafayette, Acadiana market president of JP Morgan
Chase Bank and executive vice president and director of organizational development at
IBERIA Bank.

'You receive a lot back'

And Berthelot raised his hand and gave back to the community where he's always felt
welcomed. He's volunteered as the president of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette
Foundation, chairman of the United Way of Acadiana and chairman of the Greater Lafayette
Chamber of Commerce, now One Acadiana. 

For three years, Berthelot chaired the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. He and his wife of
33 years, Becky Berthelot, raised more than $1 million during that time, he said. Working for
the organization was personal for the Berthelots. One of their five sons had leukemia. 

"You're not building things," Barry Berthelot said. "You're trying to save lives."

One of the most rewarding civic endeavors Berthelot embarked on was helping create the
Community Foundation of Acadiana. Berthelot was one of the founding board members who
helped nurture the non-profit from ground zero to where it is today. 

"It was embraced by the community," he said. "We started having success very early on and
it's continued to have success."

Berthelot now volunteers with Holy Cross Catholic Church as a sacristan, eucharistic
minister and as a member of the men's choir. 

A lifetime of giving back meant sacrificing some things - less fishing and hunting, more board
meetings. But it was worth it for Berthelot. 
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"You accomplish things and you help people of different walks of life and you build things,"
Berthelot said. "It's satisfying."

"You think about people giving, and you do give a lot," Berthelot added. "But you receive a lot
back."

Tickets for the Civic Cup banquet, being held Nov. 9, can be purchased by calling Petroleum
Club at 337-232-2582.

Contact Ashley White at adwhite@theadvertiser.com or on Twitter @AshleyyDi. 
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