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Inspired by Lafayette's welcoming demeanor, developer Rodney Savoy continues to give
back

BY ASHLEY WHITE | Staff writer
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Rodney Savoy, the 2023 Civic Cup recipient, is pictured Thursday, October 12, 2023, at Community Foundation of Acadiana in Lafayette, La. ORG XMIT:
BAT2310121126430020
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Inspired by the community that welcomed him with open arms, Rodney Savoy has spent his time and money
giving back to Lafayette.

The businessman and developer helped with the creation of Moncus Park, works with the Love Our Schools
Foundation, donates to the University of Louisiana at Lafayette’s academic and athletic programs and has been

involved with several other nonprofit organizations in Acadiana.

“Everybody has their arms open when you get here,” he said. “Other places, you almost have to break the ice to
talk to someone, so it’s easy to give back to this community.

Savoy is the 91st Civic Cup recipient. The annual award, hosted by the Community Foundation of Acadiana,
recognizes a person who has made substantial contributions to the community either through philanthropic
donations or volunteer efforts. He will be honored Tuesday night during a ceremony at the City Club in River
Ranch.

“I'm just honored to have been selected by a group of past (Civic Cup) recipients,” Savoy said, “that have done
so much to bring Lafayette to where it’s at today.”

Savoy grew up in Rayne, moving to Lafayette in 1968 to attend college. He started his career as a certified
public accountant and in 1996 began embarking on several entrepreneurial ventures including operating blood

plasma collection centers, restaurant development and commercial real estate development.
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Savoy has developed real estate across the country, including several projects in Lafayette. He and Robert

Daigle developed River Ranch, Sugar Mill Pond, Couret Farms, Fair Haven and Verot Park.

“We're very proud of River Ranch,” he said. “I see it every day and sometimes I forget how nice it is. But when I
come back and see the people at The Square for Rhythms on the River or a social event or Camellia Crossing,

it's very satisfying”

After retiring from the plasma industry, Savoy turned his attention to giving back to Lafayette.

Inspired by his colleagues Hank Perret and Lenny Lemoine, Savoy dedicated his efforts to the creation of
Moncus Park, the former 100-acre horse farm property on Johnston Street turned into a private-public park,
working as the treasurer for the project. Savoy’s donation allowed for the building of a treehouse, which sits as

the centerpiece of the park.

He is on the board of the Love Our Schools foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to revitalizing and investing in
public schools in Lafayette and Acadiana. Savoy said he wanted to get involved with the organization to watch

as education is improved for everyone.

“When you raise the tide, you raise all of the boats,” he said. “It changes the school so much. You get the

parents involved. You get the teacher involved. They have a program that’s working”
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Savoy also has dedicated his time and money to several other community organizations, including the
Community Foundation of Acadiana, Miles Perret Cancer Services, Catholic Charities, St. Jude’s Dream Home
and St. Thomas More.

“When people need help, I do what I can,” Savoy said. “I like seeing what an organization is going to do with

whatever I can offer them, whether it's my time or money.”

As he’s given back, Savoy’s high school sweetheart, Cindi, has been by his side. The couple have three children
and four grandchildren.

“She supports me in everything I do,” he said. “She would like me to slow down, but she’s very happy with what

we have been able to do.”

Inspiring others

Of all the places he has traveled over the years, Lafayette has always felt like home to Savoy. Even when the

weather is bad or the mosquitos are buzzing, it's where he wants to be.
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“It's the people,” he said. “People say it’s the food, but it’s the people and their willingness to say hello or ‘do
you need something; or 'can I help you?"”

Those are the same people that Savoy knows will continue to invest in Lafayette. Theyre the students

interacting with Love Our Schools volunteers, the families living in developments overseen by Savoy and
future Civic Cup winners.

“I hope it makes somebody else help this community because they see what I've done along with these other
recipients,” he said. “There are some good people out there doing some good things. You're not going to get rid
of this culture that has been created over the years.”

Email Ashley White at ashleywhite@theadvocate.com.
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