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Madlyn Boustany Hilliard, the 2001 Civic Cup winner, warned us in September that we
shouldn’t expect this year’s recipient to brag about his good works.

“He has done so much to help grow our community, but he never wants it to be known,”
Hilliard said then. “It’s even hard to give him this award because he is a very humble person.
He doesn’t want all the recognition.”

But Red Lerille, owner of Red Lerille’s Health & Racquet Club for 50 years, boss to thousands
of university students who needed jobs, and benefactor of charities large and small, received
the honor just the same.

On Tuesday, Lerille became the 2013 recipient of the Civic Cup at a Petroleum Club banquet.

Past Civic Cup winners solicit nominations from the public and give the annual honor to
someone who has made significant contributions to the community.

The Civic Cup, founded by the Young Men’s Business Club, was first awarded to Oil Center
developer Maurice Heymann in 1933.

On Tuesday, a reporter asked Lerille what his family thinks about the honor.

“I think they’d rather be in jeans and a T-shirt coming here tonight,” Lerille said. “But they
have to be in a coat and tie like I do. But I think they’re proud of the situation.”

What does winning the Civic Cup mean?

“Maybe in a couple of years I can tell you what it means,” Lerille said.

And then: “At first I didn’t know if I wanted such an honor,” he said. “But I’ll take it.”

Eventually, the questions brought out that Lerille takes the most pride in hiring University of
Louisiana at Lafayette students.
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“I’d like to know how many thousands we’ve hired …,” Lerille said. “And I have employees
who have been with me five decades. The average life of an employee in a health club is
measured in months, and we have employees who have been there 30 years. I feel good about
that.”

Lerille, a 1960 Mr. America, was honored for exercising a big heart. He enjoys giving to Faith
House, the domestic abuse shelter.

And “I was at Mass one day, and a nun came in and she was quite a salesman,” Lerille said. “I
gave her everything in my pocket.”
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