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The 2010 Lafayette Civic Cup recipient Gary McGoffin, left, presents the Civic Cup to 2011 recipient Robert D. “Bob” Lowe, second from left,
during the award ceremony at the Petroleum Club of Lafayette on Tuesday. Standing on the right are Ali Zoibi, president and publisher of
The Advertiser, and Richard E. Zuschlag, president of the Lafayette Civic Cup Executive Committee. PHOTO BY BRAD KEMP/ BREMP@THEADVERTISER.COM

Lafayette’s Lowe honored
for lifelong philanthropy

Amanda McElfresh

amcelfresh@theadvertiser.com

In the military, he was affec-
tionately known as “One Wing”
because he could never seem to
keep his plane quite level.

When Gary McGoffin first
met him in the summer of 1970,
he was the man who taught col-
lege boys citizenship and the im-
portance of being a good neigh-
bor when McGoffin's fraternity
house moved across the street.

He is a lifelong businessman
who was part of the generation
that helped develop Lafayette’s
petroleum industry into an in-
ternational powerhouse.

But Robert “Bob” Lowe’s ac-
complishments go far beyond
the battlefields and the business
world. He constantly felt com-
pelled to do more, to strive to

help developmentally disabled
individuals who needed extra
assistance, and to offer a vari-
ety of services to help everyone
in the community.

For those steadfast efforts,
Lowe received the 2011 Civic
Cup during a Tuesday night cer-
emony at the Petroleum Club.

“Thank you, thank you,
thank you,” a humble Lowe told
a capacity crowd. “This is one
of the greatest honors I've ever
had in my life.”

Lowe was a founding mem-
ber of what eventually became
the Lafayette Association for
Retarded Citizens, and along
with his wife Jewell, founded
232-HELP/211, which developed
into a national model for provid-
ing education resources and
assistance to the community.
He has served on the boards of

multiple banks and businesses,
and is a longtime supporter of
the United Way of Acadiana.

But Lowe couldn’t have done
it alone, he said, citing numer-
ous business associates, local
leaders and state officials who
provided all manner of assis-
tance to help him follow through
on his ideas and initiatives.

“This has brought back pow-
erful memories of my years
here in Lafayette,” Lowe said.
“There are so many people
who have created not just work
opportunities, but who have
shared their good fortune with
others.”

It wasn't always easy for
Lowe, who came of age in the
Great Depression, making 75
cents an hour as a roughneck on
a drilling rig before joining the
military, surviving Pearl Har-
bor and even getting lost for a
few days in a swamp.

“I became convinced that
there is a supreme being that
gives us hope,” Lowe said. “What
I have been fortunate enough to
do simply confirms that we live

in the greatest country in the
world.

Richard Zuschlag, president
of the Lafayette Civic Cup Ex-
ecutive Committee, said the
award reflects gratitude from
the community and is one of the
city’s most prestigious awards
because it honors a person’s
generosity and contributions
outside of their normal work ac-
tivities.

Ali Zoibi, president and
publisher of The Daily Adver-
tiser, said he continues to be
impressed by all aspects of La-
fayette life, including those re-
flected in the Civic Cup.

“One of the things I like about
this area is the giving nature
of the community,” Zoibi said.
“There are people in here who
have made this a better place to
live and work. It's a very spe-
cial award, and we've always
had particular affection for this
award because of our focus on
the community. ... Mr. Lowe,
this award is well overdue.”

The Civic Cup is sponsored
by The Daily Advertiser.
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