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Lowe earns Civic Cup honor

Kris Wartelle

kwartelle@theadvertiser.com

Bob Lowe has been a part of the Lafay-
ette business and civic world for many de-
cades. He is a former Marine who served
his country in World War II and fought
in the attack on Peal Harbor. He is the
founder of the All American Development

pany; and Central Industries, a successful
oilfield company.

Now the longtime oil businessman
and philanthropist can add receiving the
2011 Lafayette Civic Cup to his list of
accomplishments. The award is given every
year to someone in the community who
has a record of community involvement
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and humanitarian or civic
deeds that fall outside
of the work they do for a
living.

Despite his modesty,
Lowe has a long and distin-
guished history of giving
back to the Lafayette com-
munity.

He is the founding di-
rector of 232-HELP, an
education and referral
center dedicated to helping
the needy. He has served
on the board of directors
since its inception in 1965.
He helped run the center
with his wife of 40 years,
Jewel, until her death in
2007.

Lowe is well-known for
his generosity to the La-
fayette Community and
his unwavering commit-
ment to helping others who
are less fortunate.

Friends and colleagues
describe Lowe as a cham-
pion for the poor and one
who embodies the spirit of
an agency like 232-HELP.
Executive Director Maria
Placer says Lowe is a man
who does so much for oth-
ers but never seeks recog-
nition for it.

“He always has had a
real regard for those who
have less: the homeless,
the poor, the disabled,”
said Placer. “But he does it
without expecting a thank
you or any kind of honor.
He does not seek the lime-
light or wish to be in it.”

Pat Trahan, vice chair-
man of Iberia Bank, also
points to Lowe’s support of

budding young entrepre-
neurs as a way to improve
Lafayette’s business com-
munity.

“Over the years he has
actively sought out individ-
uals who have had a busi-
ness idea he believed in or
a work ethic he admired,”
wrote Trahan in his nomi-
nation letter.

“In many cases, these
individuals do not have the
track record or the capital
necessary to attract bank
financing.”

CEO of the Acadian
Companies Richard - Zus-
chlag says Lowe deserves
the award because he has
always believed in Lafay-
ette and the state of Louisi-
ana and is always encour-
aging others to give back
as well.

“He is so involved in
volunteerism that it is one
of the reasons why Lafay-
ette is a paradise among
the swamps,” Zuschlag
said. “It's why Lafayette is
such a great community in
which to raise our families.
In my 40 years of knowing
him, I have always looked
up to him”

Zuschlag says every
year, a committee of past
recipients gathers nomi-
nations and selects a Civic
Cup winner. It is one of the
more prominent awards,
he says, because it is not a
fundraiser.

“It is your peers recog-
nizing how much you have
done for your community,”
he added. “Lots of people
work hard to make the
community better. There
were lots of good candi-
dates this year.”

Lowe said he was not
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only honored by the award
but very surprised.

“I had no reason to be-
lieve it would be me," said a
very humble Lowe. “I have
kept pretty quiet about the
things I've done in my life.
I've been shaky ever since
they told me that I would
be in the same company
as all of those who have re-
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ceived it before me.”

At 89 years old, Lowe
has not slowed down in his
efforts to make Lafayette
better and serve his coun-
try. He is currently work-
ing to build a Veteran’s
Health Clinic in Lafayette
to serve the large popu-
lation of veterans in the
area.
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When asked why he
does so much, Lowe said
he still remembers what
his grandmother told him
S0 many years ago.

“She told me to leave
the world a better place
than it would have been
without you,” said Lowe,
“and I've tried to do that
in my life.”
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