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NEWS

For Randy Haynie, helping others is a
lifelong pursuit
2008 winner of Lafayette Civic Cup praised for professionalism, public service

James Flachsenhaar Lafayette Daily Advertiser
Published 2:01 p.m. CT Oct. 29, 2018 Updated 2:32 p.m. CT Oct. 30, 2018

A funny thing happened to Randy Haynie on his way to a career in medicine.

Two weeks before graduating from the University of Southwestern Louisiana, the chemistry
and biology major found himself in a meeting with University President Ray Authement and
Dean of Students Ray Blanco.

Haynie was planning a career in "dentistry or medicine or even microbiology. But I had a 3.8
grade point average and needed a 3.9 to get into med school," he said. "That meant I needed
to take Physics 4 again – which I was planning to do over the summer."

Fateful meeting

The meeting was about student housing, guessed Haynie, who worked as assistant director of
housing to help pay tuition.

But Authement and Blanco needed a favor. State Sen. Edgar G. "Sonny" Mouton, a university
benefactor, was running for governor, and needed a driver to take him to and from legislative
sessions in Baton Rouge.

"We checked your schedule," Blanco said. "You can do it."

It was the first in a series of unplanned events that led to Haynie's nearly four-decade career
as one of Louisiana's most successful lobbyists.

Along the way — informed by his professional knowledge of social issues and public service
values instilled by his parents and Scouting — Haynie has shown vision, volunteerism and
generosity for the betterment of the community.
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Giving time, talent and treasure

“The life and career of Randy Haynie is destined for the history books," said Elizabeth
"EB" Brooks, executive director of Moncus Park, on whose board of directors he serves.

"I know of few people who have given so much time, talent and treasure to so many great
causes throughout our state."

Matt Stuller, founder, chairman and CEO of Stuller Inc., puts it this way:

“Randy is one of our greatest Lafayette assets. Over the decades, many organizations have
benefited from Randy and his wife Daynese’s passion, intellect and gifts.

"Randy serves with graciousness and humility, while bringing many resources to make
Lafayette a much better community," said Stuller. "We are fortunate to have him as a citizen
of our great area.”

It is for his embrace of community that Haynie is recipient of the 2018 Lafayette Civic Cup.
The award will be presented during the 86th annual event Nov. 5 at the Petroleum Club of
Lafayette.

Childhood in Houma

Haynie's father, Bob, an oil-and-gas man from Oklahoma, worked for Cities Service Company
in Houma. His mother, Celina, was a head nurse at Terrebonne General Hospital. If you grew
up in Bob and Celina Haynie's house, you were in Scouting and you did a good turn daily.

"My values come from my parents and from Scouting," Haynie recalls. "My dad was a
Scoutmaster and my mother was a Den Mother for Cub Scouts. I and two older brothers were
Eagle Scouts.

Coming to Lafayette

"Every weekend we worked on camping projects, community projects — litter patrol, Good
Will drives. We collected clothes for families. In 6th grade I received an American Legion
award for work on the Goodwill Drive that we did in Houma for clothing."

In 1969 Forest Oil Company bought Cities Service’s Louisiana production. In 1970 Bob
Haynie was transferred to its main office in the Oil Center, and the family set out for
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Lafayette. "It was Mom, Dad, my four brothers and a sister in a Rambler station wagon,"
Haynie remembers.

As a sophomore at Acadiana High School, Haynie played football — and met his future
wife, Daynese Durand.

"We started dating. I didn’t know how long it would last," Haynie said. "That was -  48 years
ago."

While their personalities could be described as opposite, they were also complementary.

"She is focused and steady and thorough," Haynie said. "I am running 24 hours a day. It
works. She is my compass when I need it. And I try to be her compass when she needs it."

After dating through high school and college, Haynie and Durand were married in 1981.

Driving Mr. Mouton

Two years earlier, Haynie's original 30-day commitment to chauffeur Sonny Mouton evolved
to full time.

"I worked for Sonny all the way through the governor’s race, which lasted a year and a half,"
Haynie said. "Back then campaigns were 40 percent advertising and 60 percent stumping. I
met folks all over the state of Louisiana.

The experience deepened Haynie's understanding of Louisiana.

"If you take the time to get off the interstate system, at least in this state, you learn who your
people are," Haynie said. "Louisiana is really an oil and gas, agricultural and seafood state.
There are wonderful towns and families, but you have to get into the field to understand
that."

Mouton did not make the runoff election, but became executive counsel to winner David C.
Treen.

As the 1979 campaign neared an end, a group of prominent Lafayette businessmen — Frank
Mosing, Baker Littlefield, Bob Lowe and George Crain Sr. — invited Haynie to lunch at the
Oil Center. What, they asked, would Haynie do now?

"I said 'Re-take Physics 4 and focus on my degree.' "
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Once again, Haynie was presented with an alternate plan

'They had a problem'

"They said they had a problem," Haynie recalled. "Oil-and-gas industry service companies
had to accept sole negligence responsibility not only for their own companies, but for
customers as well."

They needed a law to prevent transfer of negligence through written contracts. Would Haynie
be interested in lobbying on their behalf?

"I didn’t even know what a lobbyist was. I went to the library but there was no book on
lobbying (a situation corrected by Haynie himself when launched the "Lobbying the
Louisiana Legislature" series in 1984).

Sen. Mouton had some advice: "He said to make sure the client is not asking for more than
they need or deserve. Then you need to sell it to elected officials. And make sure the
compromise solves the problems and that the problem doesn’t come back the next year."

It was a good fit. Legislation ending transfer of negligence became law in 1981.

Ahead of the curve

Haynie & Associates was incorporated in March 1980. His son Ryan, born in 1985, is now a
full partner. The Haynies also have a daughter, Dayna, born in 1989 and a granddaughter,
Juliette, born in 2014.

"I started with one client and now, after 38 years, we represent on any given day about 50
clients," Haynie said. Among them: Acadian Ambulance, JP Morgan/Chase, General Electric,
General Motors, Pfizer Pharmaceuticals, Caesar’s Entertainment Inc., Enterprise Rental Cars
Inc., New Orleans Saints, National Football League and Johnson Controls.

"I have always tried to keep up with technology," Haynie said. "I was the first person in the
State Capitol with a beeper, the first with a cell phone, and I made the first PowerPoint
presentation in a committee hearing."

9/12/24, 10:37 AM For Randy Haynie, 2018 Civic Cup winner, helping others is a lifelong pursuit

https://www.theadvertiser.com/story/news/2018/10/29/randy-haynie-2018-civic-cup-winner-helping-others-lifelong-pursuit/1789248002/ 5/8

https://www.theadvertiser.com/


Giving back

As busy as work keeps him, Haynie has never lost the public service values imparted from his
parents and from Scouting.

Just ask the Lafayette General Hospital Foundation, One Acadiana, Community Foundation
of Acadiana, Opus Christi Magnum Catholic Charities, Lafayette Public Library, Our Lady of
Lourdes Regional Medical Center, Ogden Museum, Louisiana Endowment for the
Humanities and dozens of other organizations he has supported, guided and sustained across
the years.

Consensus builder

Or ask Richard Zuschlag, chairman and CEO of Acadian Companies.

"Randy has a unique ability to bring people together to reach consensus," said Zuschlag. "He
does that professionally as a lobbyist, but more importantly, he uses those same talents in
many civic endeavors as well.

In 1992, Haynie established the Haynie Family Foundation, a family affair co-chaired by his
children and for which his wife serves as secretary and Haynie as treasurer.

"Over the last 26 years the Haynie Family Foundation has assisted many nonprofit
organizations in Lafayette and Acadiana to make our community a better place to live and
raise our families," Haynie said.

"I set it up to teach my children the importance of assisting those in need, and to realize the
need in the community," Haynie said. "I am proud of their assisting others in need."

Zuschlag agrees.

Passing on philanthropic values

"I also admire how Randy and his wife, Daynese, have strived to get younger generations
involved in civic and philanthropic projects," Zuschlag said. "Their son and daughter are
great examples of how the Haynies' care for our community is creating a legacy that will last
for many years. I have great respect and admiration for Randy's energy, passion and
commitment."
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The current president of the University of Louisiana, Dr. Joseph Savoie, is as impressed with
Haynie as was his predecessor, Ray Authement:

“Randy Haynie’s selection as this year’s Civic Cup honoree is not only well-deserved, it is an
appropriate reflection of the honor he’s brought to this university, to Lafayette, and to
Louisiana during his career," Savoie said.

“Randy is a true friend of the university. He has provided invaluable service to his alma
mater, and we are a better place because of his support. I am confident many organizations in
this community and throughout the state can say the same.”

Passionate ambassador

What about Scouting, whose values have been an enduring part of Haynie's life and work?

"Randy is a visionary and passionate ambassador for Louisiana and Acadiana," said Art
Hawkins, Scout Executive of the Evangeline Area Council. "His commitment to our
community is evident in his many community focused projects and life-long dedication to
Scouting values and ideals.”

Winning the Civic Cup

How does Haynie feel to receive the Civic Cup?

"I’m very humbled. It’s a wonderful honor and I’m very surprised that the committee selected
me. I have received recognition from my religion, my university, my profession, the Boy
Scouts, but being recognized by my community with its Civic Cup is the greatest honor I have
received."

"Through Scouting and my parents, we were taught good values. I put a lot of time into the
community because it's worth nurturing and making better."

The Most Reverend J. Douglas Deshotel of the Lafayette Diocese affirms Haynie's religious
and community values.

“Randy Haynie is a longtime and devout Catholic who has taken a leadership role in many
charitable organizations that support important causes throughout the Diocese of Lafayette,'
Deshotel said.
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"He is a strong advocate of the important humanitarian programs and services of the
Diocese, such as securing vouchers for low-income children to attend Catholic schools,
working to bring about judicial reform, and so many other issues close to us as Catholics,"
Deshotel said. "In addition to being a civic leader, we’re proud to call Randy Haynie a true
leader and friend of the Diocese of Lafayette.” 

What advice does Haynie have for others who want to work for the community's shared
quality of life?

"To get involved in a cause or an issue because you want to not because you need to. If you
don’t have your heart into it, then don’t do it. Put your heart into it — and give it 100
percent."

To attend the event: Tickets for the Civic Cup award ceremony from 6 to 9 p.m. Nov. 5
are $75 per person and $560 per table of eight. RSVP by calling the Lafayette Petroleum
Club at 337-232-2582, extension 0. Also visit www.cfacadiana.org/lafayette-civic-cup.
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