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Editorial: Sold-out Civic Cup gives city a chance to honor
builder Rodney Savoy
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Rodney Savoy can be seen at the start of the Civic Cup Awards on Tuesday, November 14, 2023, at the City Club in
River Ranch.
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For cities to be successful, they need problem-solvers, people who step

up to the plate when others are too tired, too timid or just plain out of

ideas. For more than two decades Rodney Savoy has been the person

that Lafayette can count on as it strives to improve the quality of life for

its residents.

On Tuesday night, at a sold-out event at City Club at River Ranch, the

community finally got a chance to say thank you as Savoy received the

91st Civic Cup, the city’s highest award for community service and

philanthropy.

The location itself was a testament to the lasting mark Savoy has left on

the city. A businessman and developer, Savoy joined forces iwith Robert

Daigle in the 1990s to create River Ranch, a planned community in the

heart of the city based on the traditional neighborhood design concept.

With the success of River Ranch now proven by soaring property values,

it’s easy to forget how much of departure it was for Lafayette. Indeed,

River Ranch was the first such community in the state. With its mixed-
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use residential and retail spaces requiring many zoning variances, the

project required vision and practicality to bring to fruition.

Now it seems like every city has or wants one. Savoy and Daigle went on

to develop Sugar Mill Pond, Couret Farms, Fair Haven and Verot Park in

Acadiana as well as projects around the country.

A native of Rayne, Savoy came to Lafayette in 1968 to attend college. He

said he felt embraced by the city immediately.

“Everybody has their arms open when you get here,” he told our

reporter. “Other places, you almost have to break the ice to talk to

someone, so it’s easy to give back to this community.”
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Savoy contributed to the development of Moncus Park, the former horse

farm which has become a favorite gathering spot, by donating to build a

treehouse. Education has also been a focus of his philanthropy. He

serves on the board of the Love Our Schools foundation, which aims to

revitalize public schools, because of his belief, “When you raise the tide,

you raise all of the boats.”

He is also on the board of the Community Foundation of Acadiana and

donates to support UL Lafayette academic and athletic programs. Some

of the other organizations he’s touched include The Miles Perret Cancer

Services, Catholic Charities, St. Jude’s Dream Home and St. Thomas

More Catholic High School.

We love the Civic Cup’s long tradition of recognizing those who make

our city thrive, and Savoy definitely is in that number. We noted that

tickets to this year’s Civic Cup event were scarce early on; it seems
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almost everyone in Lafayette wanted to see Savoy take a well-deserved

bow.

We join in the chorus of praise.
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